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their hymns; his debt to the Pitris or ancestral spirits, CHAP, ix.
to beget children to offer cakes and water for them to
live upon in the next generation; and his debt to the
gods, to make oblations to them for their sustenance,
that they may be able to send the fertilising rain upon
thp fields. These debts belong, it is true, to the world
of semblances: the Brahman may proceed straight from
his sacred studentship to the forest, f f he will; and yet,
in general, it is not till he has paid these debts that he
is to retire to the jungle, to meditate at leisure on the
vanities of life and the miseries of the procession of
lives to come, and to strive to win release from further
life in the body by self-torture, by the crushing of every
thought and feeling, by rising to vacuity, apathy, and
isolation, that he may refund his personality into the
impersonality of the one and only Self. This is the The bid wit-
new religion, a religion of cataleptic insensibility
ecstatic vision for the purified and initiated few,
see* for final liberation. Not exertion, but inertion, is
the path to liberation. There is no truth and no peace
in the plurality of experience; truth and peace are
be found only in the ones beneath it and beyond it.
This one existent is the Self, the spiritual essence that
gives life and light to all things living,1 permeating them
all from a tuft of grass up to the highest deity of the
Indian worshipper. This Self, this highest Self, Atman,
Brahman, Paramatman, is being, thought, and bliss,
undifferenced ; other than which nothing is, and other
than which all things orilv seem to be. This one and
o^ly Self is near to all, dwelling in the heart of every
living thing, present in the mind within the heart.
The light within the ether of the heart is the light that
lightens all the world. Withdraw it, and all things
will lapse into blindness, darkness, nothingness,8 To
see it, to become one with it, to pass away into that
light of lights beyond the darkness of the world-fiction,
1 SattaspMrtiprada.